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A Jezzine, une collaboration entre artistes et habitants coule de source

La seconde édition du BeMA Residency (Beirut Museum of Art) a animé toute la ville avec un programme riche et varié.

SOAPBOX

communications



http://bit.ly/2rHKuwp
http://bit.ly/2rHKuwp
http://bit.ly/2rHKuwp

\\‘I CLIENT: APEAL <
Y5~ DISPATCH DATE: 01/06/2017 -
APEA AL DESCRIPTION: BeMA Wraps Up its Artist Residency in Jezzine

Link: http://bit.ly/2rHKuwp

l’@ritnt Published on: 31/05/2017 Name: L'Orient le Jour
Media Type: Online News Platform/Newspaper
LE JOUR

Jezzine, c'est ce petit paradis caché au milieu des foréts de pins, réservant bien des surprises a qui s'y aventure. Et nombreux sont les curieux, motivés, qui ont
arpenté les rues de la petite ville du Sud, a la découverte des travaux de six artistes sur le theme de I'eau. Mahmoud Safadi, Hussein Nassereddine, Ashraf
Mtaweh, Christine Kettaneh, Suzy Halajian et Mo Abd-Ulla ont été sélectionnés par un jury pour travailler durant un mois sur un projet artistique avec les
habitants de Jezzine. L'initiative a été lancée par Apeal (Association for the Promotion and Exhibition of Arts in Lebanon), en collaboration avec la plate-forme
TAP (Temporary Art Platform) et le soutien de la Fondation Robert A. Matta, pour promouvoir la création du futur Beirut Museum of Art (prévu en 2020).
Pour cléturer ce mois, une journée portes ouvertes a été organisée au cours de laquelle les convives se sont retrouvés au somptueux Serhal Palace pour un
buffet face au calme des montagnes. Mais le spectacle ne faisait que commencer.

Touristes venus de Pologne, d'Australie ou Libanais amateurs d'art, tous se sont prétés au jeu : s'aventurer dans la ville aux cascades, a la recherche des
ceuvres. Plan a la main, par groupe ou en solitaire, les visiteurs curieux ont parcouru les rues a la recherche des installations.

C'est au milieu des vignes, dans une maison abandonnée, que le circuit commence. Cing projections vidéo sont présentées sur différents étages. Sur les murs
ou sur un plafond, elles montrent des images de la vallée de Bisri. En guise de fond sonore, les témoignages des résidents de la vallée occupent les lieux.
Ashraf Mtaweh, auteur de ce projet, illustre le tragique destin de ces habitants, dont les terres sont menacées d'étre inondées par la construction d'un
barrage. « A travers cette maison délabrée, je veux recréer le sentiment de déchirement de ces personnes qui vont perdre une partie de leur histoire »,
explique l'artiste, proposant un travail sur la mémoire.
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LE JOUR

Amener I'art contemporain au-dela de la capitale

Dans le cadre de sa mission de sensibilisation pour son futur musée (prévu en 2020), le Beirut Museum of Art (BeMA), lancé par Apeal (Association for the
Promotion and Exhibition of Arts in Lebanon), ouvre la seconde édition de sa BeMA Residency a Jezzine. Durant un mois, grace a un partenariat avec la
municipalité, la ville du Sud accueillera les travaux de six artistes contemporains, préalablement sélectionnés par un jury. A travers ce projet artistique, il
s'agit de faire travailler ensemble les artistes et la communauté locale autour du sujet de |'eau.

« Ce theme est incontournable pour Jezzine avec sa fameuse cascade et ses nombreuses sources d'eau », explique, au cours d'une conférence de presse
tenue a I'notel Albergo, Nada Khoury, vice-présidente artistique d'Apeal. Mais le sujet est aussi important de par son caractére universel, I'eau concerne tout
le monde. C'est un élément vital qui rassemble les gens, ce qui est une des finalités du projet.

L'art pour tous

Créer une communication autour de I'art a I'extérieur des villes, telle est I'ambition de la démarche. Le Beirut Art Museum, en collaboration avec la
plateforme TAP (Temporary Art Platform) et soutenu par la Fondation Robert A. Matta, a un objectif bien précis. |l veut décentraliser I'art au-dela des limites
de la capitale et le rendre plus accessible en sensibilisant toutes les régions du pays.

« Il s'agit de montrer aux habitants des villages que I'art a évolué », commente Nada Khoury. Et d'ajouter : « Il faut pousser les gens a comprendre et
connaitre I'art contemporain. » La mission est donc de délocaliser I'art et le mettre a la portée de tous.

Aprés les habitants de Baalbeck lors de la premiére édition, ce sont donc cette année ceux de Jezzine qui sont mobilisés pour accueillir un programme
artistique varié du ler au 31 mai.
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“BeMA Residency- Jezzine ” repositions “Water” at the center of the artistic and social
dynamics

Under the leadership of APEAL (Associa-tion for the Promotion and Exhibition of the Arts in Lebanon) and
with the collaboration of Temporary . Art . Platform (T.A.P), “BeMA” (the Beirut Museum of Art) has unveiled
its second edition of Artists-in-Residence program as part of the museum’s outreach mission, during a press
conference held at the Al Dente Restaurant in Achrafieh.

Between May 1 and May 31, 2017, the southern city of Jezzine will host the art residency program initiated by
BeMa and T.A.P in their efforts to support contemporary art practices while engaging local commu-nities
across Lebanon through contextual art projects.

Implemented with the support of Fondation Robert Matta and with the partnership of the Municipality of
Jezzine, The Union of Jezzine Municipalities, SOILS Permaculture Association Lebanon, and the Jezzine Hub,
this year’s residency program is curated by Amanda Abi Khalil, and revolves around the theme of “Water”,
one of the most abused elements in today’s world, and specifically in Lebanon where this resource is
somehow taken for granted regardless of its temporary rarity.

Coordinated by Ali El Darsa, this year’s program is hosting 6 artists whose cultural practices share the
concerns of the residency. The artists are: Mo Abdulla, Suzy Halajian, Christine Kettaneh, Ashraf Mtaweh,
Hussein Nasreddine, and Mahmoud Safadi. The resident artists will work with the local community of Jezzine
on the different perceptions of water.
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“Choosing this rurally-preserved mountain city to explore water both artistically and socially takes us back to the roots: life, that finds its roots in water; and
community that finds its roots in the history and heritage of its country, from its biggest cities to the smallest border village. Our aim here is to break the
standardized urban monopolization of art and to encourage the activation of artistic environments outside the cities, as well as open artistic communication
channels between these different geo-artistic environments” said Nada El Khoury, Artistic Vice- President of APEAL, before adding: “ This project expresses
BeMA'’s core mission, being a platform that advances social interaction and furthers a culture of creativity while decentralizing artistic and cultural practices
beyond the borders of the capital” said Nada El Khoury, Artistic Vice-President of APEAL.

El Khoury also defined what would represent a novelty in this year’s residency format “through the attempt of leaving a tangible trace materializingin a
collective artwork, or in a community project whose seed is going to be sown by the artists and reaped by the village”.

Khalil Harfouche, Mayor of Jezzine and president the Union of Jezzine Municipalities described this initiative as “an opportunity to implement the plan
actionned since 2012 through founding Jezzine Hub as a cultural center working on enhancing the role of local organizations, clubs, and all active individuals
in the social, cultural and even sports fields”. Harfouche also thanked APEAL and T.A.P “for choosing Jezzine as a destination for this special program”, adding
that “it is essential for the Jezzine community to be on board this enriching activity, this is why Jezzine Municipality and the Unions of Jezzine Municipalities
will do everything in hand to guarantee the success of this program from its very first day until its closure”. “This will be done through encouraging all
residents to be part of the activities”, concluded Harfouche who said that “this residency program will act as a cornerstone for the artistic and cultural
development of Jezzine and the area, proving that development is essential, but has no value if it does not go in parallel with developing the human’s,
cultural and artistic capacities”.

The choice of the city of Jezzine is a great inspiration to this year’s theme because of the natural association of the name of Jezzine with its well renowned
waterfalls, but also because of the abundance of its water resources stemming from dams, rivers, lakes and streams. In addition to being a necessary
resource, water in Jezzine is associated with na-ture and is considered an important social and cultural element bringing people together.
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Amanda Abi Khalil, curator of the program reiterated that “this second collaboration with Apeal on a residency program is a great new opportunity for artists
and cultural practitioners to research and develop their practices in a context-responsive and participatory manner. Jezzine is the inspiration behind the
choice of the theme ‘water’ and we will work, hand in hand with the community on addressing the many facets stemming from environmental and social
concerns, to more philosophical and conceptual readings”.

This year’s program has been designed as an opportunity to put forward a plan that will enrich the residency with events and workshops addressing the
theme of water in collaboration with local partners, guest-artists and speakers targeting both the resident artists and Jezzine’s community. SOILS, the 2017
partner and the only permaculture as-sociation in Lebanon located in Saidoun, will have an instrumental role in addressing the residency’s needs in terms of
research on the region and the introduction of permaculture practice.

About BeMA:

One of the most significant developments for Lebanese art and culture in a generation, Beirut Museum of Art (BeMA), is a new museum set to launch in Beirut
in 2020.

Envisioned as a cultural hub highlighting modern and contemporary art from Lebanon and the region, BeMA will encourage Lebanese artistic creation while
fostering dialogue and cross-cultural collaborations.

In addition to housing an extensive collection of modern and contemporary art, the museum will create opportunities for the production of new works through
artist residencies, commissions and cultural partnerships. Committed to nurturing a dynamic and creative civil society, it will also host cultural and educational
programs.

An independent institution, BeMA will be a site for discourse, creativity, academic research, and public education, engaging local communities.

Drawing inspiration from the city itself, the museum’s innovative design was developed by one of Lebanon’s leading architecture houses Hala Wardé / HW
Architecture following an independently juried competitions.
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