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New Mathaf guide questions history
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BEIRUT: Lebanon’s National Museum has a new audio guide for its archaeological exhibits.
Unlike the electronic tours of other museum collections, this guide provides no information
about the Mathaf’s artifacts. Launched at Mathaf Friday, International Museum Day, “Chou
Hayda?” (What’s That?) is a work of sound art that seeks to ground the museum’s ancient
works in a contemporary context by creating an audio tour from amateur reflections on 25
objects on show. Commissioned by the still-nascent Beirut Museum of Art in collaboration
with the National Museum, the work has been devised by Lebanese-American artist Annabel
Daou and curated by Temporary Art Platform’s Amanda Abi Khalil.

In November 2017, Daou invited Beirutis into the Mathaf and asked them to lend their voices
to the artifacts, to reimagine their histories, functions and significance today.

“The project was very much about access, authority and the voice,” Daou told The Daily Star.
“We went to NGOs and asked them to send us people and ended up with 150 people over a
couple of days. “I chose a bunch of objects, created some questions around them and told the
people, ‘Sometimes you’ll answer in the voice of the object. Sometimes you'll answer about
the object, just answer.” We didn’t read the [exhibition descriptions]. There were no wrong
answers. “We really aimed to try and get people who don’t necessarily come into the
museum,” Daou added, “or feel like they have access here.”

The guide can be accessed by scanning a QR code at the museum’s entrance with a mobile or
tablet with internet access. Tablets are also available at the museum entrance. Daou was
adamant the guide would narrate in Lebanese colloquial Arabic. “l want to stop this idea that
the only language for art is Western language,” she explained. “That’s very restrictive ...
you're saying that people who can’t speak these languages can’t speak art or have relevance
in this context.”
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“Oddly enough,” she mused, “the more educated the [participants] were, the harder they found it to express themselves in Arabic, which is telling.”
Created by DB Studio’s Nadim Mishlawi, the sound design of “Chou Hayda” begins with an introduction voiced by Lebanese actors Julia Kassar and Georges
Khabbaz.

Arriving at each exhibit, the public hears questions followed by a montage of participant’s responses.

“There this eye upstairs,” Daou recalled, “and | asked, ‘What is the most difficult thing you’ve seen?’ One woman said, ‘I’'m looking in all of your eyes to see
trying to see if you're seeing the world | am seeing.’

“You have people responding and they got into acting in the role of the object but what they put into that was their lives as well.

“It became a really beautiful and moving experience,” she continued.

“Many people said it felt like therapy, in the sense that they were putting their voice in a place that they don’t get to, a place that they don’t feel their voice
matters because [they feel] there is something ‘known’ here and [they] don’t know it.”

The project was not about the weight of a single voice, Daou said, but rather the collective, generic language that exposes the beauty in ordinary life.
Contemporary political concerns also woven into the work.

“The other part that is important,” Daou said, “is the power of cumulative voices to change things right now, given that we have less and less power and the
voices in power hold us in their grasp.”

The first exhibit the guide visits is a large double-headed bull, with each head facing opposite directions and a ‘seat’ in the middle.

“l asked everyone who came in, ‘Which side would you sit on?’ | first thought that was the most boring question in the world,” Daou said. “There’s really only
three answers but once you listen to the answers your start to wonder, ‘Where would | sit?’

“You feel your decision-making, the political aspect of it and what side would you face.” Selecting the objects was a fairly organic process, Daou said, who
initially chose 10 artifacts, none of which made the final cut.

“Then | came and sat here for weeks and | started asking questions about authority, sight, identity, touch etc. and those things started to arise in the object |
chose,” she recalled.
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“People’s voices kind of led me in a way and there are lots of things people will jointly become interested in.”

“Chou Hayda” ponders only 25 objects from the Mathaf exhibition, but Daou intends to archive the 40-odd pieces to which people responded during the
project.

“I’'m interested in doing this project again in different places and different ways,” she said, “and | might make it a broader project because it was so
interesting.

“The objects gave people a place to put their voice and the people gave a voice to the objects,” she added. “The stones gave a lot of liberty because you can’t
really be right or wrong about a rock, history aside.”

“Chou Hayda’ will be available at the Nation Museum, Mathaf through Dec. 30,9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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BeMa launches Mathaf/ Mathaf “Chou Hayda?” at the National Museum of Beirut An audio
guide reflecting the imaginations of the people of Beirut

BEIRUT, May 21, 2018 — In the framework of the International Museum Day, organized by the
International Council of Museums (ICOM) entitled, “Hyperconnected museums: New approaches, new
publics,” BeMa (Beirut Museum of Art) presented the first commissioning workshop series of Mathaf
Mathaf ,“Chou Hayda?” — an audio guide project led by Anabelle Daou at the National Museum of Beirut.
The event was held in the presence of cultural, artistic, social, and media figures.
BeMa launched “Chou Hayda"’s workshop one year ago, in partnership with the Ministry of Culture and
the General Directorate of Antiquities in Beirut, and in collaboration with the T.A.P (Temporary. Art.
Platform).
People from different walks of life were invited to partake in a workshop at the Beirut National Museum
where they were presented with an object. The participants were asked a series of questions prepared by
the artist who recorded their answers and used them to create a video.
Taking the format of an educational video tool as a point of departure, this project starts a dialogue
between the city’s inhabitants and its public collection of archived and historicized art objects and artifacts.
Commenting on this initiative, the founding member of Beirut Museum of Art — BeMA, Rita Nammour
emphasized that, “Mathaf Mathaf/ Chou Hayda” is the result of joint efforts through which the residents of
the capital expressed their hopes and aspirations, from the world of antiquities and sculptures.
Additionally, the activities of the contemporary art initiative “Chou Hayda,” which embodied the concept
SOWBDX of “BeMa” in promoting the decentralization of the arts, the importance of involving the local community

in realistic art, and the fostering of coherence and harmony between art and its local environment.”
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The event concluded with a discussion session, in which the organizers announced that the audio guide will be available at the National Museum of Beirut
until December 30, 2018. Users can download this guide through the website www.chouhayda.com, or via smart phones and laptops, or get it directly from
the museum.

About BeMA:

One of the most significant developments for Lebanese art and culture in a generation, Beirut Museum of Art (BeMA), is a new museum set to launch in
Beirut in 2020.Envisioned as a cultural hub highlighting modern and contemporary art from Lebanon and the region, BeMA will encourage Lebanese artistic
creation while fostering dialogue and cross-cultural collaborations. In addition to housing an extensive collection of modern and contemporary art, the
museum will create opportunities for the production of new works through artist residencies, commissions and cultural partnerships. Committed to nurturing
a dynamic and creative civil society, it will also host cultural and educational programs. An independent institution, BeMA will be a site for discourse,
creativity, academic research, and public education, engaging local communities. Drawing inspiration from the city itself, the museum’s innovative design was
developed by one of Lebanon’s leading architecture houses Hala Wardé / HW Architecture following an independently juried competitions. For more
information about BeMA visit our website http://www.bema.museum

About TEMPORARY. ART. PLATFORM (T.A.P):

TEMPORARY. ART. PLATFORM (T.A.P) is a curatorial platform that develops art projects relating to the public realm. It aims to shift art practice and discourse
toward a complex contextual network of public interest and concerns. It is also concerned with legal and artistic research that stimulates more proactive
attitudes toward curating art projects outside the art world, including private partners, municipalities and councils. T.A.P supports and encourages art
practices concerned with public space, urban and social design, architecture, as well as a contextual approach to curating. It intervenes in non-places, urban
spaces and rural contexts, focusing on practices that forge innovative modes of production in response to their context. It participates in the creation of new
networks that engage art in the public sphere.
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PRIME TIME NEWS
From Minute 26:46- 27:10
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Chou Hayda

Un audioguide peu conventionnel
pour visiter le Musée national

Demandez I'audioguide Chou Hayda a I'entrée du Musée
national et écoutez les commentaires spontanés, inattendus,
souvent amusants, des visiteurs face aux objets du musée.
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Aveo l'audioguide Chou Hayda, vous
n'écouterez pas le récit d’ un historien sur
les civilisations qui se sont succédé au Liban
au cours des millénaires ni une description
des objets de la collection du Musée National.
Vous entendrez plutdt des mots, des rires,
des chansons, qui expriment les impressions
de ces hommes, ces femmes, ces jeunes et
moins jeunes, face a chacun des 25 objets
archéologiques choisis par Annabel Daou, la
réalisatrice du projet.

Le visiteur s'arréte devant la vitrine des
célebres figurines de bronze du temple des
obélisques et entend les voix enregistrées de
Georges Khabbaz et Julia Kassar, acteurs

ChouHayda

: Chou Hayda a été réalisé par Annabel

. Daou, artiste libanaise qui vit a New York.
. Ce projet a vu le jour a la demande de

. l'association Appeal et de BeMA (Beirut

: Museum of Art qui ouvrira ses portes en

: 2022) en collaboration avec Temporarry

: Art Platform dont Amanda Abi Khalil est la
: curatrice. Cette plateforme est engagée

© pour limplantation de 'art contemporain

: dans 'espace public. Chou Hayda a été
: réalisé en partenariat avec le ministére de
: la Culture, la Direction générale des anti-
© quités et le Musée national de Beyrouth.

Georges Khabbaz et Julia Kassar au cours de
I'enregistrement de I'audioguide.
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Annabel Daou guidant la visite au Musée national.

professionnels qui ménent la visite et posent
les questions: Ou vont ces gens? Les
réponses fusent, les voix des participants
s'entremélent: «A la guerre, ... & une manifes-
tation, ... ils se préparent a quitter le pays et je
vais les suivre », rétorque un autre. ..

Plus loin devant la vitrine ou sont placées
des clés anciennes, une autre question est
posée . Quelle clé choisiriez-vous et qu'en
feriez-vous ? «J'ouvrirai la porte de I'asile des
fous pour y envoyer nos députés, ... jouvrirai
les portes du Parlement, ... avec la plus petite,
jouvrirai les portes encore fermées entre les
quartiers de Beyrouth pour que les habitants
de la ville se rencontrent. ..

Chou Hayda? cet audioguide interactif, iné-
dit, a invité les participants au projet a prendre
le temps d'observer les ceuvres du Musée,

a les rattacher a leur réalité et a prendre la
parole pour exprimer leurs impressions. « Ainsi
une nouvelle histoire contemporaine s'est
ajoutée a celle tres ancienne des ceuvres du
Musée national. J'espere que ceux qui écou-
teront cet audioguide ajouteront leur histoire
aussi», conclut Annabel Dacou. |'audioguide
est gratuit. Il est disponible au Musée national
jusgu’au 30 décembre 2018,

18 zerient Lesouslvior

A savoir

Les voix que I’'on entend dans I'audio-
guide sont celles de 150 personnes
sollicitées par Annabel Daou. Elles sont
issues de milieux sociaux trés différents.
Elles habitent Beyrouth et n’ont jamais
visité le Musée national ou I'idée de se
rendre dans un musée ne leur a jamais
effleuré I'esprit.

MATHAF

: Chou Hayda est le premier volet de Mathaf
© Mathaf, un programme d'interventions ar-
- fistiques entre le Musée national et BeMA,

- le futur musée d'art contemporain qui sera

- situé face au musée. Mahaf Mathaf a été

© suggéré par Amanda Abi Khalil, curatrice

© de Temporary Art Platform.
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Museums are, quite S

literally, the

embodiment of the

past. So, how to bring

5
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them in to the present

a city of design?
and make them part (http://www.the‘
of our future? With beirut.com/aest
history so often . - city-of-
incerpreted for us by November saw an open call by U.S.-based Lebanese artist design.htmi)
faceless archacologists Annabel Daou (http://annabeldaou.com) offering
and unseen curators, visitors to the National Museum of Beirut -

how different would (https://www.beirutnationalmuseum.com) precisely
things look if we were such a freedom. For her project ‘Chou Hayda?’ (What’s This?), a

presented with the

(http //www the

conceptual art intervention for the creation of an alternative audio

opportunity to guide to the museum using the words of citizens of Lebanon, beirut.com/aest
provide our own Daou took visitors around the museum posing questions inspired fresh-
commentary? Whatif by the artefacts where members of the public became the guides. blend.html)

the view of history

were to be Recording more than 120 voices, she has documented the

democratised and, perceived connections of today’s Lebanese to their sinuous past.

with this, reimagined? Thege will be curated by the artist for the final 25-minute

(http://www.the

recording which will be available to museum visitors during the

http://www.theinventory-beirut.com/culturist-chou-hayda.html 1/4
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first half of next year.
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There may be one true history, but when it is viewed through the
broadest spectrum of a society’s eyes it takes on many hues. An
acceptance of hearing history shared through the words of another

elevates and empowers our society.

At one statue, visitors were asked to place their minds within the
cold, carved stone and asked, “What do you think of those

depicted in the statue facing you?”

Atanother, “How do you feel about those who gaze upon you

now?”

There was an invitation to make a notional exchange — to remove
one object from the museum and leave something contemporary

in its place.

Atanother point, a judgement was asked to be made on a
collection of objects: which were items of archaeological merit and

which were trash?

A pureness of the project is that no response necessarily provided a

right or wrong answer, simply a personal interpretation.

Routinely caught off-guard by the apparent randomness of her
questioning and with little time to think, these temporary citizen-
guides found themselves surprised and entertained by the

spontaneity of their answers and of those around them.

http://www.theinventory-beirut.com/culturist-chou-hayda.html
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