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CURATORIAL
STATEMENT

PUBLIC HEALTH:

Contemporary art interventions for the
American University of Beirut Medical
Center, Halim and Aida Daniel Academic
and Clinical Center

A project by TAP (Temporary Art Platform)
in collaboration with AUBMC.

Public health is a series of site-specific
commissions to eight contemporary artists
who were invited in 2017 to consider and
challenge the medical center setting as a
non-place, defined by Marc Augé as a space
individuals pass through without forming
lasting social connections or a sense of
belonging.

TAP (Temporary Art Platform) commissioned

Tamara Al-Samerraei, Catherine Cattaruzza,

Hatem Imam, Lara Tabet, and artist duos
Rayya and Zeina Badran, and Nadim
Mishlawi and Sharif Sehnaoui to reflect on
the different understandings of the medical
center space; on the sounds that inhabit it,
the people that infiltrate it, and the bodies
that constitute it.

By proposing this site-specific commission
as part of its newest facility, AUBMC is
fostering medical-oriented research in the
contemporary art field; catalyzing
collaborations between artists, curators,
and AUBMC's staff; and granting AUBMC's
patients and visitors access to experiencing
contemporary art made specifically for the
medical center environment.

AUBMC and TAP are very grateful to Dina
Zameli for having instigated this idea which
we hope will lead to more collaborations
between the contemporary art and
healthcare fields in the region.

The project has been made possible
through the generous support of AUBMC,
Hamzah Dayyeh, Nafiz Mustafa Jundi,
Michel Khallouf, Elie Khalil Khoury,
Henrietta Abela Nammour, Mohamad Ali
and Dina Zameli, and Commercial Insurance.
Artwork insurance policy donated by
Commercial Insurance.

Curator: Amanda Abi Khalil
Associate Curator: Nour Osseiran

pub@eatb .
fs =i
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Tamara Al-Samerraei’s intervention for the AUBMC chemotherapy bay curtains,
AUBMC construction works by Zeina Aboul-Hosn (2017)

PUBLIC HEALTH

Contemporary art interventions for the American University of Beirut
Medical Center, Halim and Aida Daniel Academic and Clinical Center

A film by
Zeina Aboul-Hosn

Zeina Aboul-Hosn’s 10-minute film serves as the final chapter of the project, bridging the intimate
experience of patient care with a broader audience. While some works were created for private engagement,
this film extends their reach by showcasing the creative process behind them. It will be projected within the
medical center and made accessible through TAP’'s and AUBMC's websites and social media platforms.
Aboul-Hosn documented the works’ development against the backdrop of the medical center’s construction
site, capturing both as works-in-progress.
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Click to watch the video
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPC4lbZNzPY
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Hatem Imam

Perspicere (2018)

Mobile sculpture
212 x 190 cm

Perspicere is a mobile sculpture designed
to accompany patients during recovery in
same-day surgery suites. Hatem Imam
creates a visual illusion that embodies
waiting time. The concave plexiglass
structure, engraved with natural
landscapes, is mounted on a metal base and
illuminated by an embedded LED light.
Positioned near the patient’s bed, the
sculpture offers a sense of embrace,
guiding them into imagined landscapes
beyond the confines of the recovery suite.

Hatem Imam (b. 1978, Lebanon) is a visual artist
and graphic designer.

This project was supported by Elie Khalil Khoury.
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Tamara Al-Samerraei

Untitled (2018)

Site-specific installation, printed
curtains and lightboxes
Variable dimensions

This work is an immersive installation for
the chemotherapy bays at the medical
center. Tamara Al-Samerraei draws on the
familiar imagery of postcards—beaches,
mountains, and tourist sites—transforming
them into small watercolor paintings.
These paintings were photographed and
printed onto the curtains surrounding the
chemotherapy beds, turning four
treatment spaces into serene, dreamlike
cubicles. By surrounding patients with
scenes reminiscent of a holiday postcard,
the installation offers a momentary escape
and a sense of ease during treatment.

Tamara Al-Samerraei (b. 1977, Kuwait)
is a visual artist and painter.
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Nadim Mishlawi
& Sharif Sehnaoui

Signs of life: Melody (2018)
Music for surgical pump,
electric guitar & percussion
Sound piece

3:20 mins

Signs of life: Ringtone 1(2018)
Sound piece
00:04 mins

Signs of life: Ringtone 2 (2018)
Sound piece
00:02 mins

Nadim Mishlawi and Sharif Sehnaoui
explored the sounds of the medical center
—both machine-generated and ambient—
to reintroduce them into the medical
center setting. They recorded sounds from
various medical machines and medical
center spaces and produced two new
ringtones for anyone to download, a
waiting melody for the phone lines and a
short elevator tone that layer the raw and
processed machine sounds with an
additional instrumental track recorded

at DB Studios.

This project was supported by Mohamad Ali and Dina Zameli.

Nadim Mishlawi (b. 1980, Lebanon) is a composer.

Sharif Sehnaoui (b. 1976, Lebanon) is a free
improvising guitarist.

Download the ringtones for your phonel!
Ringtone 1 'S

Ringtone 2 'S
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vfy5QKhbwUjlHQrt2L8vEWIuUn4R3GeB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11EQvxgV5C1_2jNtqzzK8mVYaK3fMU9-a/view?usp=drive_link

Stills from the film:




This project would not have been possible without the collaboration, patience, and vision

of the following individuals:

TAP team
Amanda Abi Khalil
Camille Hajjar

Lori Kharpoutlian
Axelle Kurban
Danielle Makhoul
Nour Osseiran

AUB leadership
President Fadlo R. Khuri

AUBMC team (current and past)
Ghada Atiyah

Dania Baba

Sabine Choubassi

Alain Eid

Rola Imam

Charbel Nemer

Dr. Mohamed Sayegh

Dr. Ali Taher

Mira Wehbe

AUBMC Facility Management
Department staff

AUB Art Committee, faculty, and
staff (current and past)

Dr. Joelle Abi Rached

Dr. Hala Auji

Dr. Rico Frances

Dr. Ahmad Gharbieh

Mariam Sabbah

Dr. Walid Sadek

AUB Communications team
(current and past)
Rana Ahmad
Nadine Chatila
Rawan Chatila
Mazen Kabbani
Amina Khalifeh
Carla Korkmaz
Jennifer Mahfouz
Nidal Mawas
Jennifer Muller
Heba Dakkak Shami

Photography
Tamara Saadé
Videography
Zeina Aboul-Hosn

Donors

Hamzah Dayyeh

Nafiz Mustafa Jundi

Michel Khallouf

Elie Khalil Khoury

Henrietta Abela Nammour
Mohamad Ali and Dina Zameli
Commercial Insurance

Artwork insurance policy donated by Commercial Insurance.
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